
COLLECTION  RESULTS FOR SUNDAY  
NOVEMBER 11, 2007 

         NO. OF                                    AVERAGE    
    CONTRIBUTION                           OFFERING  
6.........................................…  Over  100.00                       
2...………………...………….90.00-100.00 
0.........................................…  80.00 - 90.00        
0.......................................…  70.00 -   80.00     
1.......................................…  60.00 -   70.00    
2.......................................…  50.00 -   60.00   
1.......................................…  40.00 -   50.00 
5.......................................…  30.00 -   40.00       
7......................................…   25.00 -   30.00    
11.......................................    20.00 -   25.00   
14.....…………...……….…  15.00 -   20.00 
21.......................................    10.00  -  15.00  
48........................................    5.00  -  10.00 
43......................................…  1.00  -    5.00  
TOTAL  NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTORS ..161 
TOTAL  ENV COLL ..............…$3,202.00 
LOOSE CASH ......................….$ 151.80  
GRAND TOTAL ................... …$3,353.80 
AVERAGE  CONTRIBUTION  WAS…$20.83 

THANK  YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND  
MAY  GOD BLESS YOU AND YOURS. 

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS THE 
SICK:  especially for Ken Elis, Katie Ferrerri,  
Michael Fermo, Sarah Benhatzel, Connor 
O’Brien and for all those in hospitals. 
 

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Our 
departed brothers and sisters. 
 

 

Christian Mothers Sodality 
All members will worship together at the 9am 
Mass on Sunday, Nov. 18th.  The Rosary will 
be prayed together at 8:35am.  
Our next scheduled meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, Nov. 20th at 9:30am, following our 
annual Memorial Mass for our deceased Chris-
tian Mothers Members at 8:15am.  Refresh-
ments will follow.  During our meeting we will 
draw the winner of the Parish-wide Raffle!  All 
parishioners are invited to join our members at 
this special Mass 
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Catechism Questions for the Week 
 

148.  Are there other names and images 
with which the Bible speaks about the 
Church?  In Sacred Scripture we find 
many images which bring out various 
complementary aspects of the mystery of 
the Church. The Old Testament favors 
those images that are bound to the peo-
ple of God. The New Testament offers 
images that are linked to Christ as the 
Head of this people which his Body. 
Other images are drawn from pastoral 
life (sleepfold, flock, sheep), from agri-
culture (field, olive grove, vineyard), 
from construction (dwelling place, stone, 
temple), and from family life (spouse, 
mother, family). 
149.  What is the origin and the fulfill-
ment of the Church?  The Church finds 
her origin and fulfillment in the eternal 
plan of God. She was prepared for in the 
Old Covenant with the election of Israel, 
the sign of the future gathering of all the 
nations. Founded by the words and ac-
tions of Jesus Christ, fulfilled by his re-
deeming death and Resurrection, the 
Church has been manifested as the mys-
tery of salvation by the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. She will be 
perfected in the glory of heaven as the 
assembly of all the redeemed of the 
earth. 
 

 * * * * * * * * *  
Day by Day Through Advent 

With Mother Teresa 
     Advent will soon be upon us 
(Sunday, Dec. 2nd).  On top of the usual 
demands of family and friends, work and 
household chores, we now add decorat-
ing, cooking, cleaning, shopping, wrap-
ping and tree-wrangling.  We suddenly 
feel our many inadequacies as we forget 
children’s shoe sizes and Grandma’s best 
cookie recipe.  We’re overwhelmed by 
the busyness of it all, and too often we 
let the noise and crowds edge out the 
quiet joy to be found in the season. 
     What better time to meditate on the 
words of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who 
managed to remain a calm, joyful center 
in a hurricane of activity? In what will 
follow in this space each Sunday in Ad-
vent will be her reflections with her pri-
vate writings.  She teaches us it is the 
quality of our waiting that makes the 
difference.  ( excerpted from Catholic 
Update, St. Anthony Messenger Press, 
Nov. 2007) 
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November 18th - Elizabeth Tabak, Don-
ald Jones 
November 19th - Brian Bailey, Michelle 
Vallery, Jennifer Yox, Diane Balson, 
Mary Brzyski 
November 20th - Susan Zogaria, Laura 
Wagner, Betty Fix 
November 21st - Aaron Wesley 
November 22nd - Tyler Sajdak, Diane 
Strausser, Eileen Pilarski 
November 23rd - Renee Anderson, 
Susan Blackhall, Cathy Schunk, Lauren 
Damian, Andrew Walter, Marlene Szret-
ter, Richard Brueckman 
November 24th - Tracey Abell, Kayla 
Vollmer, Dolores Keller, Kara Chrosniak 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Saturday, November 17th -  
   10:00 AM AA 
     3:45 PM Confessions 
    4:30 PM Mass (Joseph & Sophie Suminski) 
    5:30 PM  Annual Harvest Dinner 
    

Sunday, November 18th - 33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
    9:00 AM Mass (Chester & Dennis Fink) 
    9:00 AM Rel. Form. Mass/Class 

Parish Coffee Hour after Mass 
  11:30 AM Mass (Arthur Duszynski) 
 
Monday, November 19th -   
    8:15 AM Mass (Gerard & Dorothy Fenzel) 
    

Tuesday, November 20th -  
    8:15 AM Mass (Deceased Members of the 
Christian Mothers Sodality) 
    9:30 AM Christian Mothers Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 21st   - Presentation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
    8:15 AM Mass (Parishioners) 
    6:30 PM Benediction/Novena & Confessions 
        
Thursday, November 22nd - St. Cecilia, 
Thanksgiving Day 
    9:00AM Mass (Janet Sieber) 
 

Friday, November 23rd  - Ss Clement, 
Columban & Migual Pro 
    8:15 AM Mass (Peg Ullenbruch) 
 

Saturday, November 24th  – St. Andrew 
Dung-Lac 
   10:00 AM AA Meeting    
    3:45 PM Confessions 
    4:30 PM Mass (Derion & Kujawa Families) 
 

Sunday, November 25th - 33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

    9:00 AM Mass (Arthur Duszynski) 
  11:30 AM Mass (Stanley & Alice Smyczynski)  

 
Thursday’s Thanksgiving Mass will 
be celebrated at 9am.  The collection 
is donated to the SVDP Society 

RESPECT LIFE 
The fundamental human right, the pre-
supposition of every other right, is the 
right to life itself.  This is true of life 
from the moment of conception until its 
natural end. Abortion, consequently, 
cannot be a human right—it is the very 
opposite. It is “a deep wound in society”, 
as the late Cardinal Franz Koenig never 
tired of repeating.  (Pope Benedict XVI, 
Address to Authorities and Diplomatic 
Corps, Vienna, Sept. 7, 2007) 
 

Holiday Concerts 
Christ the King Seminary invites all to 
join us for our holiday concert events. 
On November 25th at 7:30pm the Can-
isius College Chorale with director 
Frank Scinta will perform.  On Decem-
ber 2nd at 4pm the Seminary Festival 
Choir will present our Annual Advent 
Concert.  Both concerts will be held in 
the main chapel on campus at 711 Knox 
Rd, East Aurora.  Admission if free, but 
seating is limited.  Kindly RSVP through 
our web site at www.cks.edu or call the 
Seminary at 652-8900. 

    

 Please check the appropriate box: 
     
     1 [    ]   To Become a Catholic 
     2 [     ]  Join Class on Being Catholic        
     3 [     ]  To Register In The Parish 
     4 [     ]  To Be Confirmed (for Adults) 
     5 [     ]  To Receive Envelopes 
 
 

Call the rectory for an appointment,  
or complete the information below and drop in 

collection basket. 
 

 

 My Name_____________________________ 
  
 Address ______________________________ 
 
  Zip code ________________ 
 
  Email Address: _______________________ 

Mealtime Matters 
There are many ways to pray before meals.  
Traditional:  Your children should know 
the traditional mealtime prayer by heart.  
This is a great prayer for when children are 
young and learn best from repetition.   

“Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts 
which we are about to receive from your 

goodness, Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

Spontaneous:  ~Rotate the responsibility 
for leading the prayer from meal to meal.  
~Have each family member name one 
thing he or she is grateful for that day. 
~Teach your family the four main styles of 
prayer (praise, petition, thanksgiving, and 
reparation, which expresses our sorrow and 
a desire for forgiveness) by having every-
one tell:  one thing they want to praise and 
thank God for; one thing they want to ask 
God for; one thing they are sorry for; one 
person they helped today.   
~Pray for others. You can keep a list on 
your kitchen table of people and special 
intentions for which you’ve been asked to 
pray. Read these names aloud as you pray. 
(excerpted from Mealtime Matters, Tom 
McGrath, author of “Raising Faith-Filled 
Kids: Ordinary Opportunities to Nurture 
Spirituality at Home”, Loyola Press,  
2007) 
 

Lifelong Faith Formation 
     Calling all clergy, parish catechetical 
leaders, RCIA coordinators, school person-
nel, youth ministers, adult faith formation 
leaders and all!  The Foundation of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo is 
funding a major initiative through the Of-
fice of Lifelong Faith Formation that in-
cludes a conference to train parish leader-
ship in the vision of lifelong faith forma-
tion, skills in effective program planning 
with best practices, and time to apply to 
grants for parish initiatives up to $4500.   
     Presented by the Office of Lifelong 
Faith Formation along with John Roberto, 
founder of Lifelong Faith Assoc., LLC.  
Choose one of the following sessions:  
Tuesday, November 27th, 2-4pm at St. 
Mary of the Lake Church, Hamburg; 
Wednesday, November 28th 2-4pm at In-
fant of Prague, Cheektowaga; or at 7-9pm, 
St. Andrew’s Church, Kenmore (Msgr. 
Donovan Center).  There is no cost.  Re-
serve a seat today by calling 847-5505 or 
visit mcoates@buffalodiocese.org. 
 
All too often a clear conscience is merely the 

result of a bad memory.    

A Family Perspective 
     In the gospel Jesus was asked “for a 
sign”. We are comfortable with signs for 
they often speak louder than words.  Our 
family knows the “signs” when we are 
angry, upset or worried. We may deny it, 
but they know.   
Pray:  “Lord God, you have showed your 
love for us in the life of Jesus. Help us to 
appreciate your loving presence this 
Thanksgiving week in all the acts of kind-
ness given to us by others. Amen. 
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Retirement Fund for Religious 
As we near Thanksgiving, we ask that you 
take time out to give thanks for the count-
less contributions of the men and women 
religious of the Diocese of Buffalo. For 
more than a century, they have worked in 
our schools, hospitals, and communities, 
dedicating their lives in service to God and 
others. Please remember these dedicated 
servants the weekend of Dec. 8-9, and give 
generously to the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious Appeal.  Share in the care! To donate 
online, go to www.shareinthecare.org. 
Thank you. 
 

Catholic Charities ~ 2008 
We are grateful to you!  Year-round Catholic 
Charities is so thankful for your support, even 
though we come to you during just one season.  
Particularly at Thanksgiving we remember your 
generosity and thank God for your faithfulness 
to his call to give light in times of darkness.  
Through your donations, Catholic Charities 
offered hope to many people last year. For more 
information, call 856-4494 or go to 
wwwccwny.org. 
 

Is it not strange? 
I was watching a movie about earthquakes 
when, as Southern Cal was sliding into the 
ocean, I heard the music “Ave Verum” by 
Mozart.  I can’t remember when I heard it 
last in Church.  But that is not so rare.  
Other times movies have used our Gregor-
ian Chant for their background music.  
Strange, is it not, that we seem to have dis-
carded our great music treasures  while the 
secular world appears to appreciate them. 
(You can google Ave Verum and hear it on YouTube 
sung by the Vienna Choir Boys.) 
 

POPE BENEDICT XVI TO VISIT U.S. 
WASHINGTON—Pope Benedict XVI will 
come to the United States with visits to 
Washington and New York City on a six-day 
trip which includes an address at the United 
Nations.  The visit is slated for April 15-20. 
  Among venues during the visit will be the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception, where Pope Benedict 
will meet with the Bishops of the United 
States. 



By your endurance you will gain your lives 
  ‘What can I do to improve my final grade?’ is a request from 

some students who didn’t bother to study during the year.  Today, this 
last Sunday of the year, the Church wants to remind us of our final 
exam too, so that we will hustle and start doing something before it is 
too late.  Next Sunday is the feast of Christ the King and the new Li-
turgical Year begins again on the following Sunday, the First of Ad-
vent.  In case we take this too lightly, let us consider all the people 
whom we know who were with us last year this time and are no longer 
with us this year. While “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
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Mother of Divine Grace Church 

120 Old Maryvale Drive 
Cheektowaga NY 14225 

 

Pastor - Rev. Msgr. S. Paul Ayoub 
Email: ayoub@motherofdivinegrace.com 
Website:  www.motherofdivinegrace.com 

 

 Mass Schedule: 
          Mon—Fri ……………………..8:15 am   
          Saturday……………………….4:30 pm 
          Sundays…………….9:00 am, 11:30 am 
          Holydays…….…. 8:15 am and 7:00 pm 

 Confessions Wednesdays……....6:30pm 
 Saturday…………………....….3:45 pm 

  
 Rectory Business Hours: Mon - Fri.,  9am - Noon. 
   If you need a priest, call anytime. 
 Fax Number : .................................……..834-0335 
  
 Parish useful phones:  
 Rectory  ............................................834-8488 
 Rel.Ed................................................838-0551 
   Food Pantry.......................................835-0243 
  
 Business Manager : .....................….Judith Monaco 
 Parish Council: ..............................Michael Luksch 
 Religious Formation: …………………....838-0551 
 DRE ………...…………………….Robin Goff 
         Confirmation....................................Robin Goff 
 RCIA………………………….Daniel Golinski 
 Parish Outreach .....Theckla Mullen........835-9489 
 Music: 
   Folk - Elaine Kishbaugh.....................633-4677 
   Organ - Wanda Yoerg..........................839-3329 
 

  Baptism - Last Sunday of Month at 12:00 PM. 
   Call the Rectory to enroll in Baptismal Class. 
 Anointing of the sick... Sat after 4:30 PM Mass.     
   If emergency, call anytime 
 Marriage - Call Rectory for an appointment. 
 

 Pregnancy Emergency Services: 
  Women Health Services............................853-4438 
  Our Lady of Victory Choose Life.............824-4709 
  Post Abortion Reconciliation....................847-8789 
  ‘Project Rachel’..........................................847-2205 
  Pregnancy Hotline.........................1-800-848-LOVE 
  Nurturing Network.....................1-800-TNN-4MOM 
  Bethany Christians Services……... 1-800-238-4269 
  Several Sources Foundation…...1-800-NO-ABORT 
  Birthright..........................................1-800-550-4900 
  Good Counsel Homes......................1-800-723-8331 
  Catholic Home Bureau...................1-800-592-HELP 
 Separated/Divorced (Link). .....................847-2209 
 
 Other Services in our building: 
  Alcoholic Anonymous.......…..................853-0388 
  Kids Klub Day Care...............….............831-0550 
  Bethel Head Start........................…........878-0234 
  Convent Apt..........................….....856-4494-3037 
 

 Domestic Violence Emergency: 
  Haven House...........…….........................884-6000 
  Salvation Army Shelter……....................883-9800 
  Safe Program(developmentally  disabled victim of  
  family member).….......832-4444   
   Treatment - Catholic Charities......….......856-4494 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Other Operation Exp = Diocesan Assessments, repairs, subsidy to Catholic School. 
Our Sunday Collections were down in 2007 by $13,690.12 from 2006.  And this coming 
year, we have the extra expense of the $1,300 plus monthly bill for Catholic Schools that 
the Diocese initiated now.  If you are able to contribute more, we will appreciate it, for 
now we need it. God bless. 
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��� St. Barnabas Church will be the loca-
tion for Buffalo Cursillo’s A Celebration of 
Advent with Lessons and Carols, on Friday, 
Dec. 14th at 7:30pm.  Enjoy an evening of 
moving prayer and song. 
~  Stella Niagara Center of Renewal will 
host an Advent full day retreat.  “Jesus, 
Then and Today”, conducted by Sr. Karen 
Allen, OSF on Tuesday, Dec. 4th from 
9am-4pm.  Advance reservations are re-
quired before Nov. 27th.  Call 754-7376. 
~  Sister of St. Francis will hold their Holi-
day Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 24th from 9-
3pm at 201 Reist Street in Williamsville.  
Crafts, baskets, baked goods and all kinds 
of knick-knacks will be available.  For 
more information, call 632-2155, ext. 685. 
 
Women’s Heart Healthy Retreat 

From dinner Friday, Nov. 30th through 
lunch, Sunday, Dec. 2nd.  Increase your 
awareness of cardiovascular diseases (heart 
attack, stroke and more) and learn how to 
focus on early detection.  Advanced reser-
vations are required before November 23rd.   
Call 754-7376, the Center of Renewal Re-
treat & Conference Center, Lewiston.  En-
joyable learning activities, recreation time; 
tickets to a Saturday  night stage play, edu-
cational handouts, videos and guest speak-
ers. 

Readings for the Week Readings for the Week Readings for the Week Readings for the Week     
November 18, 2007November 18, 2007November 18, 2007November 18, 2007    

 

Sunday:   Mal 3:19-20a; Thes 3:7-12; 
                Lk 21:5-19    
Monday:  Mc 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-63 
                Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday:  Mc 6:18-31; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Mc 7:-1,20-31; Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: Mc 2:15-29; Lk 19:41-44 
Friday:     Mc 4:36-37,52-59; Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday:  Mc 6:1-13; Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: Sm 5:1-3; Col 1:12-20;  
                 Lk 23:35-43    

dom”, we should temper our fear 
with our faith in God’s loving 
mercy.  

The first reading for today 
shows more the justice of God 
than his mercy as Malachi puts 
it: Behold, the day comes, burn-
ing like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will 
be stubble.  Old  Testament 
Prophets tended to show more of 
God’s justice than his mercy. But 
Jesus corrected that.  Still, we 
must be prepared.  For each of us 
will have his own ‘day of the 
Lord’ when we die and face our 
particular judgment. 

The Church’s Liturgical 
year is her way of helping us 
each year to get ourselves ready 
for our own day of Judgment.  
Our faith in God’s mercy is justi-
fied enough, for he has given us 
all the means of salvations, the 
Church and its sacraments.   

We are blessed, for even 
though we sin and sin, the sacra-
ment of reconciliation is at our 
disposal to help us get rid of our 
sins.  And unlike a psychiatrist, 

we don’t have to pay a fee for it.  
Once we confess our sins, we be-
lieve they are completely forgiven 
and should no longer cause us any 
qualms or doubts.  True, we might 
sin again, but we can also be sorry 
for our sins.   

As Jesus told us, if we sin 
seven times a day and ask forgive-
ness seven times a day, we will be 
forgiven, even if it is seventy 
times seven times! 

How would I fare if I were 
called before the judgment seat of 
God today?  Not a bad question to 
ask ourselves this time of the 
year.   

It is never too late for us to 
return to the Lord.  Remember the 
good thief, minutes before dying 
to a life of crime, he was whisked 
to heaven by the mercy of Jesus.  
Of all the people who could have 
been the ‘first saved’, it had to be 
a thief?  Was Jesus trying to send 
us a message? 

God, our Father, keep us 
faithful in serving you, for serving 
you is our joy! 

                          ~S. Paul Ayoub 
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The Tabernacle 

That ornate church receptacle under lock 
and key that’s about the size of a breadbox 
~ appropriately enough, perhaps, since it 
contains the Bread of Life, is called the 
Tabernacle.  Often placed in a special spot 
for private prayer and adoration, at times 
even its own Eucharistic chapel, the taber-
nacle holds extra consecrated hosts from 
Mass that are in turn shared with the sick 
and shut-ins.  “This way they can be one 
with Jesus and one with this whole family 
of Jesus,” observes Gertrude Mueller Nel-
sons’s classic, A Walk through Our Church 
(Paulist Press).  “We all share the same 
feast, and the other people won’t be left 
out.”   
     Catholic tabernacles in many ways re-
semble the ancient Israelites’ tabernacle, 
described in the Book of Exodus~ from the 
sanctuary lamp that’s perpetually lit to the 
curtain that still veils the Real Presence in 
some parishes. But most important, their 
tabernacle housed the Ark of the Covenant, 
which contained the sustaining bread—
manna—God sent while the Hebrews were 
stranded in the wilderness.  Just as our for-
bears in faith camped on all sides of the 
tabernacle, with God’s presence in the 
“Holy of Holies” literally at the center of 
their lives, we as Catholics embrace the 
Eucharist as the center of ours. 

Remember Mother of Divine Grace in your will or trust….When you write or review your Will or Trust, please consider leaving a charitable bequest 
to your Parish.  Ask your attorney to include such words as these...”I give, devise or bequeath to Mother of Divine Grace Roman Catholic Church, 120 Old 
Maryvale Drive, Cheektowaga, NY  14225, for its general purposes, all (or state fraction or percentage) of the rest, residue and remainder of my estate, whether 
real or personal.” 

Human Development Campaign 
 

  “Within the community of believers  
there can never be room for  

a poverty that denies anyone  
what is needed for a dignified life.” 

Pope Benedict XVI, God is Love  
[Deus Caritas Est], no. 20) 

 

   Life at the poverty line leaves nearly 
40 million Americans hanging on for 
dear life ~ hanging on to feed their 
families and to keep a roof over their 
heads. The Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development supports self-help 
projects of people working together to 
break the cycle of poverty. You can 
make a difference. Be part of the num-
bers that care~give generously to 
CCHD in today’s collection. Use your 
envelope from your packet, or take one 
from the pew. 

This same bulletin can be found at www.motherofdivinegrace.com 


