
COLLECTION  RESULTS FOR SUNDAY  
APRIL 27, 2008 

         NO. OF                                    AVERAGE    
    CONTRIBUTION                           OFFERING  
1.........................................…  Over  100.00                       
0...………………...………….90.00-100.00 
0.........................................…  80.00 - 90.00        
1.......................................…  70.00 -   80.00     
0.......................................…  60.00 -   70.00    
3.......................................…  50.00 -   60.00   
0.......................................…  40.00 -   50.00 
8.......................................…  30.00 -   40.00       
6......................................…   25.00 -   30.00    
11.......................................    20.00 -   25.00   
15.....…………...……….…  15.00 -   20.00 
19.......................................    10.00  -  15.00  
42.........................................    5.00  -  10.00 
37.......................................…  1.00  -    5.00  
TOTAL  NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTORS ..143 
TOTAL  ENV COLL ..............…$2,502.00 
LOOSE CASH ......................….$ 269.00  
GRAND TOTAL ................... …$2,771.00 
AVERAGE  CONTRIBUTION  WAS…$19.38 

THANK  YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND  
MAY  GOD BLESS YOU AND YOURS. 

 

Marriage Moment 
The blessing of being married many years 
is being comfortable and secure with each 
other. The curse is also comfort and secu-
rity. Is it time to shake up your routine? 
Eat at a different time. Show your love in 
a different way. Bring roses on an ordinary 
day. Be creative in little ways and enjoy 
the fruits of your efforts. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 
THE SICK:  especially for Edward Pokigo, 
Sarah Benhatzel, Daniel Badzinski, Deanna 
Fortkort, Rita Setter and all those in hospitals. 
 
WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Our 
departed brothers and sisters, especially Natalie 
Szretter, and Judith A. Pratt. 
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Catechism Question for the Week 
 

196. “In what sense is the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary the Mother of the Church?”  
The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of 
the Church in the order of grace because she 
gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God, the Head 
of the body which is the Church. When he 
was dying on the cross Jesus gave his mother 
to his disciple with the words, “Behold, your 
mother” (John 19:27) 
197.  “How does the Virgin Mary help 
the Church?” After the Ascension of her 
Son, the Virgin Mary aided the beginnings of 
the Church with her prayers. Even after her 
Assumption into heaven, she continues to 
intercede for her children, to be a model of 
faith and charity for all, and to exercise over 
them a salutary influence deriving from the 
superabundant merits of Christ. The faithful 
see in Mary an image and an anticipation of 
the resurrection that awaits them and they 
invoke her as advocate, helper, benefactress 
and mediatrix. 
 

 * * * * * * * * *  
Encyclical on Hope 

Pope Benedict XVI 
Learning and Practicing Hope 

  The virtues, including hope, are gifts 
from God, but we have a part to play in 
how they shape our lives. Pope Benedict 
highlights three major areas in which we 
can learn and practice the virtue of hope 
and let it take root in our lives. 
II. Action and Suffering:  Our actions 
of love and service teach us hope. Our 
hope in God and his greater purposes 
give us the courage to follow him and 
bring goodness and justice into this bro-
ken world—to bring the hope of Christ 
to others. 
     Suffering and torment is still terrible 
and well-nigh unbearable. Yet the star of 
hope has risen—the anchor of the heart 
reaches the very throne of God. Instead of 
evil being unleashed within man, the light 
shines victorious: suffering—without ceas-
ing to be suffering—becomes, despite eve-
rything, a hymn of praise. (37) 
(For the full text of Pope Benedict XVI’s Encycli-
cal Spe Salvi, “Saved by Hope”, go to the Vatican 
website at www.vatican.va.) 

 
 
 

“The month of May, dedicated to Mary helps 
us to enter into more intimate communion 
with Our Lady who, with the Holy Spirit, has 
a quite unique relationship since the Spirit 
came to her “and the power of the Most High 
will covered her with its shadow” (Lk 1:35) 
to work the most wonderful miracle of salva-
tion: the Incarnation of the Word.” (Excerpted 
from “Mary, the Bride of the Spirit”, written by ��
Rev. Luciano Alimandi, Agenzia Fides, found on 
www.catholicculture.org) 
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May 4th - Kenneth Franz, Steven Kre-
sin, Jeffrey Boyd, Joanne Ruda 
May 5th - James Renzi, Robert Heine, 
Rachael Kishbaugh 
May 6th - Melissa Kondrak, Dawn Tay-
lor, Michael Dirschberger 
May 7th - Vicki Maile, Sharon Yea, 
May 8th - Michael Wesley, George 
Wagner, Barbara Twarog, Dorothy Dzi-
wulski 
May 9th -  Colette Cimato, Jennifer 
Mesner, Dianne Feind, Steven Becker 
May 10th - Kathryn Kartalis, Robert 
Ward, Daniel Sayles, Daniel Janssens, 
George Bolszio, Rodney Boersma 
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���������������� 9:00 AM Memorial Mass for Judith A. Pratt 
   10:00 AM AA Meeting 
     3:45 PM Confessions 
     4:30 PM Mass (Evelyn Schultz)    
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    9:00 AM Mass (Deceased members of the 
Fraas Family) 
    9:00 AM Faith Formation Mass/Class & May 
Crowning 
  11:30 AM Mass (Arthur Duszynski) 
 


�����	���������
�����	���������
�����	���������
�����	���������� �����������
������������  8:15 AM Mass (Louis DeBergalis) 
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    8:15 AM Mass (All Souls) 
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    8:15 AM Mass (Parishioners) 
    6:30 PM Benediction/Novena & Confessions 
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    8:15 AM Mass (Arthur Duszynski) 
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    8:15 AM Mass (Charles Schmitz) 
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   10:00 AM AA Meeting 
    3:45 PM Confessions 
    4:30 PM Mass (Joseph & Sophie Suminski) 
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    9:00 AM Mass (Arthur Duszynski) 
  11:30 AM Mass (Stanley & Alice Smyczynski) 

    

 Please check the appropriate box: 
     
     1 [    ]   To Become a Catholic 
     2 [     ]  Join Class on Being Catholic        
     3 [     ]  To Register In The Parish 
     4 [     ]  To Be Confirmed (for Adults) 
     5 [     ]  To Receive Envelopes 
 
 

Call the rectory for an appointment,  
or complete the information below  

and drop in collection basket.   

 

 My Name_____________________________ 
  
 Address ______________________________ 
 
  Zip code ________________ 
 
  Email Address: _______________________ 

Religious Formation News! 
It is Mary’s month in the Easter season 
and all of nature rejoices with the Queen 
of heaven at the Resurrection of the Son 
she was worthy to bear. Today is our May 
Crowning Celebration in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin. All students will attend 
the 9am Mass and sit with their instructor.  
We have planned a special year-end cele-
bration for our students, which will be 
held during our regular class time.   
  This Sunday, May 4th, marks the end of 
our Religious Formation session.  The 
students will be sent home from class with 
their evaluation reports, and information 
pertaining to Religious Formation enroll-
ment for the Fall Session. 
     A reminder to Confirmation Candi-
dates and their sponsors that Rehearsal 
will be held on Wednesday, May 7th at 
Infant of Prague Parish.  Bishop Kmiec 
will be the main celebrant at Confirmation 
which will be held on May 14th at 7pm. 
All are invited! 
     First Holy Communion will take place 
on Trinity Sunday, May 18th at the 
11:30am Mass. 
 
 

Parenting is a Wild Ride! 
If you ever wished for practical tools, 
skill-building techniques, resources and 
lots more, one of these FREE parenting 
packets is designed just for you.  Parent-
ing Packet I: addresses the basic tough 
tasks of raising children in today’s world. 
Parenting Packet II: is for those separated 
or divorced, focusing on positive ways to 
co-parent well in order to help children of 
all ages who are profoundly affected by 
their parents’ divorce deal with the pain 
and upheaval in their lives. Parenting 
Packet III: Death and grief are inescap-
able. If you feel ill-prepared to discuss 
death with a child, you are not alone. This 
packet offers useful tools from preschool 
through teens.  For your free packet, 
please call your Office of Family Life 
Ministries at 847-2210 or email familylife 
@buffalodiocese.org. 
 

Good News Gets Around 
The Catholic Communication Campaign 
(CCC) produces Catholic Radio Weekly 
which is aired at 10:30am on WLOF Ra-
dio (101.7 FM) in Buffalo. This is just one 
product that the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops is able to provide 
because of your generous donations to the 
Catholic Communication Campaign! 

With Gratitude to Almighty 
God… 

The Diocese of Buffalo joyfully announces 
the Ordination to the Priesthood of  
 

Rev. Mr. James Leo Fugle 
Rev. Mr. James William Kirkpatrick, Jr. 

Rev. Mr. Robert Warren Zilliox, Jr. 
 

  to be conferred through the Invocation of 
the Holy Spirit and in imposition of hands 
by His Excellency Most Rev. Edward U. 
Kmiec on Saturday, May 17th at 10am at 
St. Joseph Cathedral. 
Please keep these gentlemen in your 
prayers, and continue to pray for all those 
who have answered the call to the ordained 
priesthood...that they will be strengthened 
by our prayers. 
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In a desperate attempt at rationalizing 
their support for abortion, some clergy in 
Schnectady, NY held a ceremony to bless 
an abortion clinic as “sacred ground”. 
Pointing out the hypocrisy in this, Kath-
leen Gallagher of the New York Catholic 
Conference said, “For many years abor-
tion proponents have been saying this is 
not a religious issue, you should keep 
religious out of this, and now all of a sud-
den they turn around and decide to bless 
an abortion clinic to gain respect for a 
procedure everybody knows is not wor-
thy of respect.” Albany Times Union 
 

Parenting Perspective 
Many parents carry around a lot of guilt 
for not being the perfect parent. True, you 
probably have made some mistakes and 
would do some things differently if given 
the chance. Forgive yourself anyway.  
Get in the practice of forgiving; forgive 
your own parent or child for a mistake or 
disappointment.  Forgiveness is a deci-
sion and a choice. It is always lifegiving. 
 

“In His name do we gather, attentive to the Spirit”“In His name do we gather, attentive to the Spirit”“In His name do we gather, attentive to the Spirit”“In His name do we gather, attentive to the Spirit”    

Catholic Charities 
Appeal 2008—Support It! 

Mother of Divine Grace’s total to date for 
the 2008 Catholic Charities Appeal is 
$33,887.00 as compared to our final total 
last year of $34,902.00  We did not quite 
reach our goal for 2008 and the Diocese if 
still working hard to reach it’s goal of 
$11.2 million.  We can all help to reach 
these goals by making a donation now, or 
by increasing our original gift. Just put 
your gift in an envelope marked “Catholic 
Charities”, and drop it in the collection 
basket. To quote Bishop Kmiec, “The Ap-
peal will succeed because there are a lot of 
people who depend on Catholic Charities.” 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

World Communications Day 
Today is the 42nd World Communications 
Day.  101.7FM, WLOF, your local Catho-
lic radio station broadcasts Catholic pro-
gramming 24/7.  On August 15th, The Sta-
tion of the Cross will celebrate their 9th 
anniversary.  The call letters WLOF, stand 
for Lady of Fatima.  They are a lay-
Catholic organization operating with the 
blessing of Bishop Edward U. Kmiec.  
Their mission is to promote the truths of 
Jesus Christ with the teachings and tradi-
tions of the Catholic faith.  Please remem-
ber to tune in! 
 

Pope’s Journey 
Complete coverage of the apostolic journey 
of Pope Benedict XVI to the U.S. is what 
you will find in the pages of the May issue 
of the Western New York Catholic, which 
is not available in our parish.  Read the 
entire paper online anytime at 
www.wnycatholic.org. 
 
Canceled:  The Diocesan sponsored June 
trip to the International Eucharistic Con-
gress in Quebec City has been canceled. 
Those who would like to independently 
register may still contact Fr. Paul Seil at 
649-3090. 



Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son  
Jesus, in today’s readings, is equating his suffering, death and res-

urrection with being glorified.  When he speaks of the ‘hour’ he means 
the time for him to suffer and die.  We can understand the resurrection 
is glorious, but his suffering and death?  To our worldly eyes, suffering 
is valueless, even evil.  Our whole culture and economy is anchored 
against suffering.  But suffering is like the dollar bill, if you choose, 
you can see it as only a piece of printed paper and as such, it is nothing.  
Yet when it is backed by the United States, it has value.  So is suffering.  
The suffering of Jesus gives value to our suffering, if we choose to bear 
it for the Greater Glory of God.  Then our suffering is mingled with the 
Cross of Jesus for the redemption of the world.   

Why did Jesus spend so many days after his Resurrection, appear- 

Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!Alleluia, He Is Risen!            
May 4, 2008 

This same bulletin can be found at www.motherofdivinegrace.com 

Mother of Divine Grace R.C. Church 
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Mother of Divine Grace Church 

120 Old Maryvale Drive 
Cheektowaga NY 14225 

 

Pastor - Rev. Msgr. S. Paul Ayoub 
Email: ayoub@motherofdivinegrace.com 
Website:  www.motherofdivinegrace.com 

 

 Mass Schedule: 
          Mon—Fri ……………………..8:15 am   
          Saturday……………………….4:30 pm 
          Sundays…………….9:00 am, 11:30 am 
          Holydays…….…. 8:15 am and 7:00 pm 

Benediction/Novena, Weds ...….6:30pm  
Confessions Wednesdays……....6:30pm 
 Saturday…………………....….3:45 pm 

  
 Rectory Business Hours: Mon - Fri.,  9am - Noon. 
   If you need a priest, call anytime. 
 Fax Number : .................................……..834-0335 
  
 Parish useful phones:  
 Rectory  ............................................834-8488 
 Rel.Ed................................................838-0551 
   Food Pantry.......................................835-0243 
  
 Business Manager : .....................….Judith Monaco 
 Parish Council: ..............................Michael Luksch 
 Religious Formation: …………………....838-0551 
 DRE ………...…………………….Robin Goff 
         Confirmation....................................Robin Goff 
 RCIA………………………….Daniel Golinski 
 Parish Outreach .....Theckla Mullen........835-9489 
 Music: 
   Folk - Elaine Kishbaugh.....................633-4677 
   Organ - Wanda Yoerg..........................839-3329 
 

  Baptism - Last Sunday of Month at 12:30 PM. 
   Call the Rectory to enroll in Baptismal Class. 
 Anointing of the sick... Sat after 4:30 PM Mass.     
   If emergency, call anytime 
 Marriage - Call Rectory for an appointment. 
New Registration…. Welcome! Please call the 
Rectory to make an appointment to Register. 
 

 Pregnancy Emergency Services: 
  Women Health Services............................853-4438 
  Our Lady of Victory Choose Life.............824-4709 
  Post Abortion Reconciliation....................847-8789 
  ‘Project Rachel’..........................................847-2205 
  Pregnancy Hotline.........................1-800-848-LOVE 
  Nurturing Network.....................1-800-TNN-4MOM 
  Bethany Christians Services……... 1-800-238-4269 
  Several Sources Foundation…...1-800-NO-ABORT 
  Birthright..........................................1-800-550-4900 
  Good Counsel Homes......................1-800-723-8331 
  Catholic Home Bureau...................1-800-592-HELP 
 Separated/Divorced (Link). .....................847-2209 
 

 Other Services in our building: 
  Alcoholic Anonymous.......…..................853-0388 
  Kids Klub Day Care...............….............831-0550 
  Bethel Head Start........................…........878-0234 
  Convent Apt..........................….....856-4494-3037 
 

 Domestic Violence Emergency: 
  Haven House...........…….........................884-6000 
  Salvation Army Shelter……....................883-9800 
  Safe Program(developmentally  disabled victim of  
  family member).….......832-4444     
 Treatment - Catholic Charities......….......856-4494 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

MEDITATION OF THE DAY: ���������	���������	���������	���������	
 



     “The fact that there are brothers, however much loved, does not eliminate the necessity of the 
friend. To live among brothers you must have a friend, even one who is far away.” Thus wrote the 
great Russian theologian P. Florenskij, who died a martyr in the Soviet concentration camp in the 
Solovki Islands. ‘Friend’ is the most important word one man can say to another, the deepest, richest, 
most secret term… 
     At the end of the three extremely dense years passed with them, Jesus unexpectedly tells the apos-
tles: “I call you friends because I have told you everything” (Jn 15:15). The basis of friendship is a 
shared secret. A true relationship of friendship cannot last if it is only based on particular interests. 
There is always a divine secret among friends, as Cicero, who defined friendship as a community of 
human and divine things. Friendship is a grace. It is not born from calculation, it happens unexpect-
edly, life the truest loves. Yet while loves need bodily attraction, friendship prescinds this, not be-
cause it is “angelized”, but because it has another aim established by God, that of being a grace that 
sustains each institutional reality of life, accompanies the vocation to family life as it does with every 
other type of vocation. 
     By nature, friendship is disinterested, or rather, it has one interest: the good and the happiness of 
the other. Since no one of us is an angel, even the deepest friendships are marred by the disappoint-
ments and crises of each human event. If their basis is authentic, they are continually reborn and 
reinforced by difficulties. “I call you friends because I have told you everything.” What is this 
“everything” that Christ said to his own, that he brought them? His communion with the Father. This 
is why the highest form of friendship man can live on earth is Christian communion, when it be-
comes the form of daily life.  ~Monsignor Massimo Camisasca, an Italian priest who is the 
founder of the Fraternity of the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo 

ing to his Apostles?  Why did wait 
so long, 10 days after his Ascen-
sion, to send the Holy Spirit?  
Granted the Apostles were slow, 
but not that slow.  No, the mission 
Jesus was sending them to accom-
plish needed more praying than 
preaching.  We often think doing 
the Christian thing is more impor-
tant than the praying and yet with-
out our connection to Jesus by 
prayer our efforts will be fruitless. 
So they remained in Jerusalem, 
praying together until the Holy 
Spirit descended upon them. 

Jesus gave them the example 
by spending so many nights in to-
tal communion with the Father. 

Rejoice, the letter from St Pe-
ter tells us, in so far as you share 
in Christ’s suffering.  Being a 
Christian requires us to carry our 
daily cross.  Sometimes we won-
der where it is, this daily cross.  
First of all, it is in our efforts to 
live the Christian life, to resist the 
temptations of the world and to 

Catholic Heart Workcamp 
     Do you need some work done 
around your house, but are unable 

to do it yourself?  The Catholic Heart 
Workcamp will be doing service projects 
this summer, from Aug. 4-7, 2008 from 
8:30am to 3pm.  The camp is primarily 
serving those who are handicapped, elderly 
and/or in financial need.  Some examples 
of service work include, but are not limited 
to, painting (interior and exterior), yard 
work, light construction, child care, etc. 
     If you are interested in finding out more 
about this program, or are interested in sign-
ing up to have a project completed, please 
contact our Outreach Coordinator, Theckla 
Mullen, at 835-9489 to complete an applica-
tion.  You will have to provide all the neces-
sary supplies to complete the project, but the 
team of adults and teens will complete all the 
work.   
 

A Family Perspective 
Parents should read today’s gospel as 
“Make disciples of your children, baptizing 
and teaching them all I have taught you. 
Don’t worry, I am with you always. Par-
ents are appointed by Jesus to represent 
Him to their families.  You are their first 
educators of their faith.  They learn by 
your example….make it a good one! 

Remember Mother of Divine Grace in your will or trust….When you write or review your Will or Trust, please consider leaving a charitable bequest 
to your Parish.  Ask your attorney to include such words as these...”I give, devise or bequeath to Mother of Divine Grace Roman Catholic Church, 120 Old 
Maryvale Drive, Cheektowaga, NY  14225, for its general purposes, all (or state fraction or percentage) of the rest, residue and remainder of my estate, whether 
real or personal.” 

remain sinless.  It is there, this 
cross that we must bear.  But you 
notice, Peter is telling  us to re-
joice in our suffering, because our 
suffering is a share in the suffer-
ing of Jesus.  Of course, if we suf-
fer because we are foolish and 
cause our own problems, then it is 
our fault.  The suffering we re-
joice in is caused because we are 
trying to live the Christian life. 

We are not alone.  That is 
why Jesus promised the Apostles 
and us the Holy Spirit.  At this 
last supper, Jesus prayed for his 
Apostles and for us who believe 
because of their word, their 
preaching.  Jesus is praying to his 
Father for us because we are in 
the world, even if not of the 
world.  He is aware of the tempta-
tions we face daily and our frail-
ties.  When we sin, we know that 
Jesus understands and if we re-
pent and go to confession, he is 
more pleased to forgive us our 
sins.                      ~S. Paul Ayoub 

 Sacred Places and… 
the Sacramental Journey, a Franciscan 
Preached retreat will be held May 23-30 at 
the Center for Renewal Retreat & Conference 
Center at Stella Niagara in Lewiston.  Fr. 
Thomas Hartle, OFM and Sister Collette 
Rhoney, OSF will explore the religious awak-
ening of Francis and Clare through the mirror 
of the sacraments.  This is a silent week-long 
retreat with an option for evening sharing. 
Pre-registration by May 8th at 754-7376. 
 

Catholic Charities’ Client Corner 
     Catholic Charities helped a local family meet 
the needs of their son, who was not receiving 
proper mental health treatment due to a lack of 
reliable transportation and difficulty making the 
right connection. 
     A social worker from Catholic Charities 
helped the parents understand how important it 
was for their son to get treatment, linked them 
to a different mental health provider and secured 
transportation for the appointments. 
     As a result, the son is receiving proper medi-
cation and doing much better both at school and 
at home. This child, who previously had only 
limited success with other Preventive and Child 
Protective Services’ organizations, now leads a 
happier, more productive life.  Your support of 
Appeal 2008 changes lives! 
     Every dollar counts, and helps to provide 
programs for 160,000 children, adults, families 
and seniors in need in our Diocese.  Your dona-
tion ensures Catholic Charities can respond! 

This same bulletin can be found at www.motherofdivinegrace.com 

Readings for the Week Readings for the Week Readings for the Week Readings for the Week     
May 4, 2008May 4, 2008May 4, 2008May 4, 2008    

 
 

Sunday:   Acts 1:12-14; Pt 4:13-16; 
                 Jn 17:1-11a    
Monday:  Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday:  Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30;23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:     Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20,30-31; Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday:  Acts 2:1-11; Cor 12:3b-7, 
                12-13; Jn 20:19-23    

World Day for Consecrated Life 
     This Sunday we celebrate World 
Day for Consecrated Life. We recog-
nize and give thanks for those who 
have consecrated their lives to God and 
the Church through the vows of pov-
erty, chastity, and obedience. Some 
join a religious congregation or a secu-
lar institute.  Others remain single and 
make profession to God through the 
local bishop and are known as conse-
crated virgins. 
     The consecrated life is one way that 
men and women live out their baptis-
mal commitment as followers of Jesus.  
We also congratulate our Men and 
Women religious who are celebrating 
their Jubilees this weekend. 


