
COLLECTION  RESULTS FOR SUNDAY  
MAY  4, 2008 

         NO. OF                                    AVERAGE    
    CONTRIBUTION                           OFFERING  

10........................................…  Over  100.00                       
2...………………...………….90.00-100.00 
1.........................................…  80.00 - 90.00        
2.......................................…  70.00 -   80.00     
1.......................................…  60.00 -   70.00    
3.......................................…  50.00 -   60.00   
5.......................................…  40.00 -   50.00 
10.....................................…  30.00 -   40.00       
9......................................…   25.00 -   30.00    
9.........................................    20.00 -   25.00   
22.....…………...……….…  15.00 -   20.00 
19.......................................    10.00  -  15.00  
38.........................................    5.00  -  10.00 
40.......................................…  1.00  -    5.00  
TOTAL  NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTORS ..171 
TOTAL  ENV COLL ..............…$4,286.00 
LOOSE CASH ......................….$ 241.00  
GRAND TOTAL ................... …$4,527.00 
AVERAGE  CONTRIBUTION  WAS…$26.47 

THANK  YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND  
MAY  GOD BLESS YOU AND YOURS. 

 

A Family Perspective 
A mother’s presence can bring peace to a 
frightened child just like Jesus brought 
peace to the disciples in today’s gospel. As 
bread and wine bring us Christ’s presence 
in the Eucharist, mothers are the instru-
ments of Christ’s presence in the home. 

 
It is not the size of our actions but the 

amount of love and care that is put into 
them that matters. ~ Mother Teresa 

 
 

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS THE 
SICK:  especially for Edward Pokigo, Sarah 
Benhatzel, Daniel Badzinski, Deanna Fortkort, 
Rita Setter and all those in hospitals. 
 
WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Our 
departed brothers and sisters.  
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Catechism Question for the Week 
 

198. “What kind of devotion is directed 
to the holy Virgin?”  It is a singular kind 
of devotion which differs essentially from 
the cult of adoration given only to the Most 
Holy Trinity. This special veneration di-
rected to Mary finds particular expression in 
the liturgical feasts dedicated to the Mother 
of God and in Marian prayers such as the 
holy Rosary which is a compendium of the 
whole Gospel. 
199.  “In what way is the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary the eschatological icon of the 
Church?” Looking upon Mary, who is 
completely holy and already glorified in 
body and soul, the Church contemplates in 
her what she herself is called to be on earth 
and what she will be in the homeland of 
heaven. 
 

 * * * * * * * * *  
Encyclical on Hope 

Pope Benedict XVI 
Learning and Practicing Hope 

  The virtues, including hope, are gifts 
from God, but we have a part to play in 
how they shape our lives. Pope Benedict 
highlights three major areas in which we 
can learn and practice the virtue of hope 
and let it take root in our lives. 
III. Judgment:  In a world filled with 
suffering and injustice, it is tempting to 
lose hope and wonder where God could 
be in such a place. Pope Benedict 
reaches in Spe Salvi that even in the 
midst of the world’s injustice, there is 
reason for hope: the Final Judgment and 
the coming together of all things in 
Christ. 
     Why? Because if we depend on the 
world to make sense of itself, we really 
are left without hope. What within the 
world can make injustice and exploita-
tion “right” or finally let goodness and 
love reign? Nothing. 
     But in Jesus, we find the answer. We 
see God’s answer to the injustices of this 
world, and it is an answer of hope, liv-
ing and true—Jesus, unjustly crucified, 
now risen and victorious over sin and 
death: 
Yes, there is a resurrection of the flesh. 
There is justice. There is an “undoing” 
of past suffering, a reparation that sets 
things aright. For this reason, faith in 
the Last Judgment is first and foremost 
hope—the need for which was made 
abundantly clear in the upheavals of 
recent centuries (43). 
(For the full text of Pope Benedict XVI’s Encycli-
cal Spe Salvi, “Saved by Hope”, go to the Vatican 
website at www.vatican.va.) 
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May 11th - Sean Murray, Michael 
Pittman, Eric Borowski, Sandra Hughes, 
Joseph Zazynski, Thomas Schifferli, 
Margaret Kolpack, David Kolpack, 
Patricia Dhanens, Dorothy De Plato 
May 12th - Kathleen Stewart, Arthur 
Holt, Margit Gardner, Vincent Frisicaro, 
Mary Anne Elis 
May 13th - Derek Stoklosa, Laura 
Lewis, Brian White, Lester Morris 
May 14th - Julia Sicurella, Sarah Ven-
tola, Arlene Schweitzer, Ann Robichaud, 
Ralph Cole 
May 15th - Jane Kobos 
May 16th - Rosemary Wittonner 
May 17th - Sharon Yea, Carol Tucker, 
Donna Keefe 
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   10:00 AM AA Meeting 
    3:45 PM Confessions 
    4:30 PM Mass (Joseph & Sophie Suminski) 
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    9:00 AM Mass (Arthur Duszynski) 
  11:30 AM Mass (Stanley & Alice Smyczynski) 
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������������  8:15 AM Mass (All Souls) 
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    8:15 AM Mass (Jane & Chester Kujawa) 
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    8:15 AM Mass (Parishioners) 
    9:30 AM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
    7:00 PM Confirmation at IOP 
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    8:15 AM Mass (Wanda Zgoda) 
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    8:15 AM Mass (Gladys Weiss) 
   12:00 PM Sunshine Seniors 
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     3:45 PM Confessions 
     4:30 PM Mass (Evelyn Schultz)    
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    9:00 AM Mass (Gladys Weiss) 
   Parish Coffee Hour in Cafeteria after Mass 
   11:30 AM Mass (Arthur Duszynski) 
   11:30 AM First Holy Communion 

    

 Please check the appropriate box: 
     
     1 [    ]   To Become a Catholic 
     2 [     ]  Join Class on Being Catholic        
     3 [     ]  To Register In The Parish 
     4 [     ]  To Be Confirmed (for Adults) 
     5 [     ]  To Receive Envelopes 
 
 

Call the rectory for an appointment,  
or complete the information below  

and drop in collection basket.   

 

 My Name_____________________________ 
  
 Address ______________________________ 
 
  Zip code ________________ 
 
  Email Address: _______________________ 

Religious Formation News! 
      On Wednesday, May 14th, 
2008 at 7pm at Infant of Prague 

Church, our young people will be Con-
firmed in their Faith by Bishop Edward U. 
Kmiec. We are proud to recognize: 

Brendan Kobel 
Kaitlyn Luksch 

Elizabeth Monaco 
Jennifer Weber 

 

     Christ's gift of the Holy Spirit is going 
to be poured out upon you in a particular 
way. You will hear the words of the 
Church spoken over you, calling upon the 
Holy Spirit to confirm your faith, to seal 
you in his love, to strengthen you for his 
service. You will then take your place 
among fellow-Christians throughout the 
world, full citizens now of the People of 
God. You will witness to the truth of the 
Gospel in the name of Jesus Christ. You 
will live your lives in such a way as to 
make holy all human life. Together with 
all the confirmed, you will become living 
stones in the cathedral of peace. Indeed 
you will be called by God to be instru-
ments of his peace. Today you must un-
derstand that you are not alone. We are 
one body, one people, one Church of 
Christ. The sponsor who stands at your 
side represents for you the whole commu-
nity. Together, with a great crowd of wit-
nesses drawn from all peoples and every 
age, you represent Christ. You are young 
people who have received a mission from 
Christ, for he says to you today: "As the 
Father sent me, so I am sending 
you." (Excerpted from Catholic Culture, 
“Sacrament of Confirmation”) 
    
 
Rehearsal for First Communion will take 
place on Friday, May 16th at 6pm.  Meet 
in the Church.  Children/Parents can bring 
any articles they wish to have blessed to 
Rehearsal. Confessions will be heard at 
this time.  First Holy Communion will 
take place on Trinity Sunday, May 18th at 
the 11:30am Mass. 
 

You’re Invited! 
The Religious Formation Program thanks 
everyone of our parishioners for their sup-
port throughout the year.  As one last 
show of support, we invite you all to at-
tend the Confirmation Ceremony at Infant 
of Prague to witness our young people 
receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. Your 
spiritual support means a lot to them! 

Positive Thinking! 
Ever wondered about the Spiritual Quali-
ties for Positive Thinking? Guest speaker 
noted author and chaplain at Sisters Hospi-
tal, Fr. Duke Zajac, will reveal the key in-
gredients sure to answer this question! Free 
event is sponsored by the Bishop’s Com-
mittee Visitors on Wed., May 28th at St. 
Philip the Apostle from 9:30am-2pm. Pro-
gram will include Mass and benediction. 
Come for part or all of the day. Fr. Duke 
will have his books, Life Injections I, II & 
III  available for sale and will be happy to 
sign them. Bring a brown bag lunch. Bev-
erage and dessert provided. All are wel-
come. For further info, contact your Office 
of Family Life Ministries at 847-2210. 
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The mother of Tim Tebow, the 2007 He-
isman Trophy winner, was advised to 
abort the unborn Tim because of a drug 
she needed to survive. She said “no” to 
death and “yes” to live, despite the anxi-
ety and uncertainty involved.  Had she 
exercised her “right to choose”, Tim 
would have been another abortion statis-
tic instead of a young man whose talent 
has brought joy to many. LifeSite 
News.com 
 

Parenting Perspective 
Some days are particularly challenging 
when dealing with children no matter their 
ages. One can feel like it’s impossible! God 
says, “All things are possible with Me.” Try 
praying Luke 18:27 repeating it over and 
over especially in tough times. 
 

Marriage Moment 
On your wedding day, you promised to 
love each other for better or worse. What 
is a “for better” that your spouse has 
made in your life? Share it before you go 
to bed tonight.  

Catholic Charities 
Appeal 2008—Support It! 

     As you know, we have not yet met our 
$11.2 million goal.  We are about $1 mil-
lion short, and the concern is greater than 
ever this year that, without a coordinated 
and dedicated effort by all concerned, we 
may not achieve our goal this year. Failing 
to do so would seriously compromise the 
agency’s ability to serve the vast numbers 
of people it does each year. 
     Catholic Charities has announced a spe-
cial “Catholic Charities Weekend” for May 
17th & 18th. This will provide all Parish-
ioners one more opportunity to contribute 
to Appeal 2008. Please give prayerful con-
sideration to helping Catholic Charities 
reach their goal this year. Please place your 
contribution in the collection basket at 
Mass on the 17th & 18th. 
     Mother of Divine Grace Parishioners 
have donated a total of $33,972.00 for 2008 
with 260 parishioners yet to be heard from. 
Please remember Catholic Charities on 
May 17th & 18th. 
 

Mothering Sunday 
The early Christians in England celebrated 
the Mother's festival on the 4th Sunday of 
Lent to honor Mary, the mother of Christ. 
Interestingly, later on a religious order 
stretched the holiday to include all mothers, 
and named it as the Mothering Sunday. Peo-
ple working out of their homes were expected 
to return to the "mother" church (the spiritual 
power that gave them life and protected them 
from harm). It also became an occasion for 
family reunions. Besides attending church 
services in honor of the Virgin Mary, children 
(particularly those working as domestic ser-
vants, or as trainees, being given the day off 
to visit their mother and family) used to come 
back home with gifts, flowers, and unique 
Mothering Day cakes and spend the day with 
their mothers.  
 

The mother of three unruly youngsters was 
asked whether or not she'd have children if she 
had it to do over again. "Yes," she replied. "But 

not the same ones."- David Finkelstein 



Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained 
     The Bible tells us that mankind is a family.  We are all descen-

dents from Adam and Eve.  But then the question comes up, why are 
we divided into so many nations and languages?  The Bible answers 
that with the story of the tower of Babel.  Briefly, it tells us that man 
himself is the cause of division, war and violence, because of  pride and 
arrogance. 

     On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descends on the disci-
ples and the Blessed Virgin, and thousands of people of different na-
tions and languages are gathered and listen to the Apostles speaking in 
their own language, probably Aramaic, but the audience hears each in 
his own language.  Thus the reverse of the tower of Babel takes place 

Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!Come, Holy Spirit!            
May 11, 2008 

This same bulletin can be found at www.motherofdivinegrace.com 

Mother of Divine Grace R.C. Church 
120 Old Maryvale Drive 

         Cheektowaga, NY  14225 
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Mother of Divine Grace Church 

120 Old Maryvale Drive 
Cheektowaga NY 14225 

 

Pastor - Rev. Msgr. S. Paul Ayoub 
Email: ayoub@motherofdivinegrace.com 
Website:  www.motherofdivinegrace.com 

 

 Mass Schedule: 
          Mon—Fri ……………………..8:15 am   
          Saturday……………………….4:30 pm 
          Sundays…………….9:00 am, 11:30 am 
          Holydays…….…. 8:15 am and 7:00 pm 

Benediction/Novena, Weds ...….6:30pm  
Confessions Wednesdays……....6:30pm 
 Saturday…………………....….3:45 pm 

  
 Rectory Business Hours: Mon - Fri.,  9am - Noon. 
   If you need a priest, call anytime. 
 Fax Number : .................................……..834-0335 
  
 Parish useful phones:  
 Rectory  ............................................834-8488 
 Rel.Ed................................................838-0551 
   Food Pantry.......................................835-0243 
  
 Business Manager : .....................….Judith Monaco 
 Parish Council: ..............................Michael Luksch 
 Religious Formation: …………………....838-0551 
 DRE ………...…………………….Robin Goff 
         Confirmation....................................Robin Goff 
 RCIA………………………….Daniel Golinski 
 Parish Outreach .....Theckla Mullen........835-9489 
 Music: 
   Folk - Elaine Kishbaugh.....................633-4677 
   Organ - Wanda Yoerg..........................839-3329 
 

  Baptism - Last Sunday of Month at 12:30 PM. 
   Call the Rectory to enroll in Baptismal Class. 
 Anointing of the sick... Sat after 4:30 PM Mass.     
   If emergency, call anytime 
 Marriage - Call Rectory for an appointment. 
New Registration…. Welcome! Please call the 
Rectory to make an appointment to Register. 
 

 Pregnancy Emergency Services: 
  Women Health Services............................853-4438 
  Our Lady of Victory Choose Life.............824-4709 
  Post Abortion Reconciliation....................847-8789 
  ‘Project Rachel’..........................................847-2205 
  Pregnancy Hotline.........................1-800-848-LOVE 
  Nurturing Network.....................1-800-TNN-4MOM 
  Bethany Christians Services……... 1-800-238-4269 
  Several Sources Foundation…...1-800-NO-ABORT 
  Birthright..........................................1-800-550-4900 
  Good Counsel Homes......................1-800-723-8331 
  Catholic Home Bureau...................1-800-592-HELP 
 Separated/Divorced (Link). .....................847-2209 
 

 Other Services in our building: 
  Alcoholic Anonymous.......…..................853-0388 
  Kids Klub Day Care...............….............831-0550 
  Bethel Head Start........................…........878-0234 
  Convent Apt..........................….....856-4494-3037 
 

 Domestic Violence Emergency: 
  Haven House...........…….........................884-6000 
  Salvation Army Shelter……....................883-9800 
  Safe Program(developmentally  disabled victim of  
  family member).….......832-4444     
 Treatment - Catholic Charities......….......856-4494 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

St. Isidore the Farmer 
When he was barely old enough to wield a hoe, Isidore entered the service 
of John de Vergas, a wealthy landowner from Madrid, and worked faith-
fully on his estate outside the city for the rest of his life. He married a 
young woman as simple and upright as himself who also became a saint-
Maria de la Cabeza. They had one son, who died as a child. 
Isidore had deep religious instincts. He rose early in the morning to go to 
church and spent many a holiday devoutly visiting the churches of Madrid 
and surrounding areas. All day long, as he walked behind the plow, he communed with 
God. His devotion, one might say, became a problem, for his fellow workers sometimes 
complained that he often showed up late because of lingering in church too long. 
     He was known for his love of the poor, and there are accounts of Isidore's supplying 
them miraculously with food. He had a great concern for the proper treatment of animals. 
     He died May 15, 1130, and was declared a saint in 1622 with Ignatius of Loyola, Fran-
cis Xavier, Teresa of Avila and Philip Neri. Together, the group is known in Spain as "the 
five saints."  
Patron: Farmers; farm workers; ranchers; rural communities; Madrid, Spain; United States 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference; death of children; for rain; livestock. 
Symbols: White oxen; spade; hoe or rake; plough. 

on Pentecost.  Man divides but 
God, through the Holy Spirit, 
unites.  While to us the reading 
from Acts is understood enough, it 
was much more meaningful to the 
disciples, for it showed that Jesus 
came, not abolish the old covenant 
but to fulfill it. St. Augustin says: 
the New Testament is hidden in 
the Old and the Old is unveiled in 
the New. 

     Also in the Bible, God cre-
ates man by breathing into him 
life.  Breath in Hebrew means 
wind, spirit, soul.  So you can 
really say that it was the Holy 
Spirit of God that gave life to 
man.  This is repeated on Pente-
cost day, when the Holy Spirit 
came down on the disciples with 
thundering wind and fire.  Again 
this must have been very meaning-
ful to them.  Just as God’s Spirit 
gave life to man, now the same 
Spirit gives life to the new man, 
the Church. 

Mary received the Holy Spirit 

Catholic Heart Workcamp 
     Do you need some work done around 
your house, but are unable to do it your-
self?  The Catholic Heart Workcamp will 
be doing service projects this summer, 
from Aug. 4-7, 2008 from 8:30am to 3pm.  
The camp is primarily serving those who 
are handicapped, elderly and/or in financial 
need.  Some examples of service work 
include, but are not limited to, painting 
(interior and exterior), yard work, light 
construction, child care, etc. 
     If you are interested in finding out more 
about this program, or are interested in sign-
ing up to have a project completed, please 
contact our Outreach Coordinator, Theckla 
Mullen, at 835-9489 to complete an applica-
tion.  You will have to provide all the neces-
sary supplies to complete the project, but the 
team of adults and teens will complete all the 
work.   
 

The Real Meaning 
A teacher gave her class of second graders 
a lesson on the magnet and what it does. 
The next day in a written test, she included 
this question: "My full name has six letters. 
The first one is M. I pick up things. What 
am I?" When the test papers were turned 
in, the teacher was astonished to find that 
almost 50 percent of the students answered 
the question with the word Mother- Un-
known 

Remember Mother of Divine Grace in your will or trust….When you write or review your Will or Trust, please consider leaving a charitable bequest 
to your Parish.  Ask your attorney to include such words as these...”I give, devise or bequeath to Mother of Divine Grace Roman Catholic Church, 120 Old 
Maryvale Drive, Cheektowaga, NY  14225, for its general purposes, all (or state fraction or percentage) of the rest, residue and remainder of my estate, whether 
real or personal.” 

at the annunciation and thus con-
ceived Jesus. On the day of Pente-
cost, the same Holy Spirit gives 
life to the body of Christ, the 
Church.  And just as the body has 
many members and each has its 
own gift for the whole body, so 
the Church has many members 
and the Holy Sprit pours out his 
gifts to each member for the com-
mon good. 

Above all, Jesus gave the 
Holy Spirit to the Apostles for the 
forgiveness of sin in the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation.  Thus the 
obligation to go to confession at 
least one a year. 

What are the gifts that the 
Spirit gave me?  How am I using 
them for the common good?  Am 
I aware that the Spirit prays in 
me, because I do not know how to 
pray properly? Do I appeal to the 
Holy Spirit every day to help me 
to live my faith in Jesus as I 
ought? 

S. Paul Ayoub 

 Aiding Communication &  
Easing Tension 

   A Wyoming County family is now working 
out problems on their own, thanks to Catholic 
Charities’ Preventive Services. The separated 
parents were not communicating or cooperating 
with the requests of the Dept of Social Services. 
The parents have five children: three live with 
their father, and two live with their mother. 
     A Catholic Charities social worker met with 
the parents individually. The father took the 
children to counseling and got health insurance 
for the family. The mother began working, 
moved to a new apartment and attended a Parent 
Education and Awareness program to help im-
prove communication between the adults. To-
day the family is working out issues, communi-
cating effectively and creating a healthier envi-
ronment for the children. Situations like this are 
repeated in towns across Western New York, 
and your donation ensures Catholic Charities 
can respond. 
     Every dollar you contribute to Catholic 
Charities helps to provide programs for 160,000 
children, adults, families and seniors in need in 
our Diocese.  Thank you for your support! 
 

Congratulations! 
Mother of Divine Grace is proud to recognize 
the academic achievements of our young 
people!  Madison Fermo received First Hon-
ors on the Honor Roll for the 3rd quarter 
marking period; and Damon Fermo received 
Second Honors on the Honor Roll.  Both 
attend Mary Queen of Angels School.  Keep 
up the great work! 

This same bulletin can be found at www.motherofdivinegrace.com 

Readings for the Week Readings for the Week Readings for the Week Readings for the Week     
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Sunday:   Acts 2:1-11; Cor 12:3b-7, 
                12-13; Jn 20:19-23    
Monday:  Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday:  Jas 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Acts 1:15-17,20-26; Jn 15:9-17 
Thursday: Jas 2:1;9; Mk 8:27-33 
Friday:     Jas 2:14-24,26; Mk 8:34-9:1 
Saturday: Jas 3:1-10; Mk 9:2-13 
Next Sunday:  Ex 34:4b-6,8-9; Cor 13:11-13; 
                 Jn 3:16-18    

Church in Latin America 
     Each year, the annual collection for the 
Church in Latin America is held in parishes 
across the country. Proceeds from the col-
lection are distributed to dioceses, parishes, 
religious congregations, seminaries and 
other Catholic institutions throughout Latin 
American and the Caribbean to assist in the 
formation of priests, religious, lay minis-
ters, missionaries, pastoral workers, cate-
chists, and youth ministers. 
     This annual collection will take place in 
our parish the weekend of May 24th & 
25th.  Please use the envelope provided in 
your monthly packets, or take one from the 
pew.  When we contribute tot his national 
collection, we are actively living out our 
call to stewardship and participating in a 
work of solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters.  


